'IRAQ
grown up, however, in recognition of the general principle that
land taxation and rent were proportional to profits made on the
land, which varied yearly on account of faulty water control,
weather vagaries, floods, pests, dust storms, and lack of security
from marauding neighbours or nomadic tribes. Annual assess-
ments were also made on most crops in accordance with the
same principle. Such assessments were usually made by sight
estimation of grain shortly before it was reaped, or on the thresh-
ing floor, or by a combination of these methods.x The measure-
ment of small sample areas was another method commonly used
in numerous sections of the Hilla and Shamiya divisions.2
Occasionally fixed assessment existed, as on the number of
pumping engines or lift machines on an estate,3 or where taxes
were farmed for a period of years at a fixed sum. *
The Turkish theory of variation in rates of demand5 and in
assessment6 which took into account local conditions was, on
the whole, well suited to a land of violent contrasts such as
clraq. Behind the variations also existed a substratum of custom
and of habit so firmly entrenched in the life of the country that
Turkish legislation often did no more than formalize or commit
to paper the habit of ages, as for instance Midhat Pasha's^rmaw
on 'Uqr.7 Even the Civil Administration and, later, the 'Iraq
Government, although condemning the lack of uniformity of
the Turks and aiming at fixed assessments, had to recognize the
validity of the variations with constantly recurring rebates and
1 Outlines of Turkish Assessment methods in Revenue Report, 1917, p. 18,
Admin. Report of Revenue Department, Baghdad, 1918 (hereafter Revenue Report,
1918), (Baghdad, 1919), pp. 6-7, ibid., 1919, p. 6.
2 Revenue Report, 1917, p. 18.
3 Ibid., p. 15; ibid., 1918, p  7.
4 Ibid., 1917, p. 18.
6 A comprehensive list of Turkish demands, together with those adopted by
the Civil Administration (never higher, often lower) m: Revenue Report, 1918,
p. 8; ibid., 1919, App. B., pp. 45-7; Revenue Circular, No. 7, 2,6 February, 1919;
also Report on Mesopotamia^, Spring Harvest (Baghdad, 1919), p 6.
6 For instance, land irrigated by lift on the right bank of the Tigris, above
Kadhimam, paid fixed assessments in cash. Land opposite on the left bank paid
fluctuating demands, Revenue Report, 1917, p. 15.
7  Cited Revenue Report, 1917, pp. n ff.